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after the House tariff bloc refused to heed the pleas of Buchanan and
Cobb, for an extension of the power to issue Treasury notes needed to
obtain loans. Hunter and the finance committee tacked such a provi-
sion on to the sundry civil bill, although to accomplish this they had to
suffer the Republicans to debate protection and use up precious time
in manufacturing party propaganda. Yulee now tacked to the same
bill the mail-steamer appropriations and the abolition of franking,
which the House had trampled. Thus loaded, the sundry civil bill got
back to the House on the 3rd, the last day of the session.
When the Representatives received from the Senate the sundry civil
bill with its load of Treasury loan provisions, mail-steamer appropria-
tions, and postal reforms, Sherman of Ohio stepped into Grow's role.
He refused to permit its receipt on the ground that this was a revenue
bill concocted in the Senate. Phelps tried to overcome this by a message
from Buchanan warning the Congress that without the loan extension
the Treasury could not operate, and by bringing out his Treasury note
bill as an alternative. His moves accomplished nothing, and the new
coalition reasserted its power, refusing by a vote of 107-77 to consider
the sundry civil bilL
The Senators in the meantime had received the House rebuke on the
postal increases while they were still at work on the civil bill. Officially
they paid no attention to it, other than to adopt Yulee's amendment,
while the bill was under consideration. However, the veterans had been
busy behind the scenes, and after the appropriation bill was finished,
they brought out their handiwork. Senator Crittenden, as usual the
conciliator, presented a resolution declaring both houses "equally com-
petent, each to judge of the propriety and constitutionality of its own
action," and sending the Post Office bill back. In the meantime Yulee,
fearing that the civil bill might fail to pass, took steps to salvage some of
the mail-steamship service. A small Indian appropriation bill was
brought up, and an amendment inserted providing enough money to
pay for the isthmus mail until the contracts expired in September.
When the Senate's resolution returning the Post Office bill arrived
in the House, evening had fallen. In spite of the fact that but few hours
remained, the House was adamant. Let the Post Office bill fail; the
House would not permit the overweening Senate to usurp its functions*